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towards civilization. Work in rhyme and prose produced
by these students is printed and sent to the North for the
children in the Arctic schools to read. Translations of
Pushkin, Tolstoy, Gorki and, Turgcnyev are also made at
the Institute by the students representing their tribes. Of
course there are also pamphlets containing the fundamental
ideas underlying the Soviet conception of State, society
and economy, and others with useful hints for the improve-
ment of their economic life. My hostess, who was quite a
staunch reactionary, said: 'She would certainly not be
taught by Russians what to do with her reindeer', but
her son dared to contradict her and said that, so far as he
was concerned., he would not mind learning to drive a
motor boat if all one has to do is to stand behind a wheel
and look out instead of having to sweat at the oars,
At the cultural bases, special educational films arc
shown to the natives, dealing with their own methods
of production. They are invited to see them when they
come in tlie winter to sell their furs. To make it more
pleasant,, they are also shown short pictures dealing with
national life and Arctic expeditions, and some which teach
them how other nations live within the Soviet Union.
My host, who kept mostly silent, being the eldest in
the tent and apparently rather piqued because he had
to use his son as interpreter to talk to me, once remarked
casually; £1 know probably more about the life of the
Russians far away than they do about ours.'
To check how far he was actually acquainted with modern
life 1 chanced a question. "What do you think about
motor cars?*
€Good?5 he nodded, full of dignity.
'Ever seen one', I went on.
4No, but I know all about it.'
cHow would you describe it?*
'Describe it, describe it . . .* he got a little sore at
my xinrespectful interviewing. £Shnply a seaplane like
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